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IA beacon

M any thanks to...

Molly Meyers: is always willing to help her colleagues 
and her students. She is the most organized person 
I know! Her students appreciate her calendars, her 
answer keys and detailed notes so they never miss 
a beat. Her colleagues appreciate her knowledge of 
the content, the materials she has created and her 
experience. Molly is an amazing asset to the IA Math 
Department! 

Mrs. Rest ler: She is running our large TAG program and 
is an amazing chemistry teacher. She always has a 
smile and is willing to help out.  

Mrs. Curry: She is such a great teacher. I love being a 
part of  BSU. She goes out of her way to make us feel 
welcome and happy. 

Mrs. Garth: Her questions of the day are so much fun. 
Thank you for entertaining our class. 

Jenny Steele : Thank you for all of  your hard work. You 
always have the monitors up and running. 

Mr.  Custar: He is such a nice guy. He is so down to 
Earth and smart. I like his sense of humor and jokes. 
His class is hard,but he is a great teacher. 

Mary Beth Hady: She is so kind and really cares about 
students. She has helped me with so many things from 
finding information to locating missing items. 

S tudents and parents are invited to join the fun! If 
you would like to give a Shout OUT to a teacher or 

staff  member, please Click Here.

C ancer touches us all is so many ways. These brave 
students have shared some of their own experiences 

and plans for the future as we continue to rid the world 
of this disease. 

Evan-Thomas DiCaprio, ninth grade: “When I was younger, my 
dad had cancer. He fought it and beat it. It was so great. 
He still gets tired, but he is still here. I feel so lucky to 
have him with me.”

Vaden Tekkam, ninth grade “My mom was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer mid-2018. She beat it the f irst time 
and went into remission. It recently came back. She 
continues to f ight it. She also still works as a doctor,  
everyday, saving lives. She inspires me to never stop 
fighting. Keep pushing forward.”

Addy-Kate,Dusang, ninth grade “I came to IA specif ically for 
the health care pathway. I want to work with children 
and become a pediatrician. I think working with 
children with cancer is intriguing because they are 
so vulnerable and need someone who is willing to be 
vulnerable, too. Be their voice.”
 
Samreen Bhatia, ninth grade: “I want to be a pediatric 
oncologist or neonatologist. A girl I danced with had 
cancer. She passed away last year. It would be really 
helpful to take some of that burden off  of  families and 
be able to help them. Let them know they don’t have to 
be scared; they are not alone?” 

Student Voice

Student support team

S tudents were presented 
with the Signs of Suicide 

assembly. Please reach out to 
your student to discuss what 
was presented. Additional 
student resources will be 
placed in The Student Teams. 

A re you a trusted adult in 
someone’s life? If  you 

are a parent or part of  an 
organization that serves 
children and adolescents, 
you won’t want to miss this 
event. This is an opportunity 
to receive the Signs of Suicide 
Trusted Adult Training.  

The workshop is designed to 
educate and train adults that 

interface with middle and high 
school students to recognize 
the warning signs of at-risk 
adolescents and how to take 
appropriate action. 

Upcoming Dates

Spotlight on

Celebrate IA Student Celebrate IA Faculty

Mrs. Diane Justice  has 
been with Fulton 

County Schools for 15 
years. She has opened 
IA and Johns Creek. 
“I love opening a new 
school because being 
part of  a small, founding 
faculty is like being part 
of  a family. I also enjoy 
seeing the students 
make the school their 

own place.” A 12 year survivor of breast cancer, 
Justice is inspired by our students. “I f ind it 
comforting to know that walking through 
our hallways could be a student or team of 
students who will f ind the cure for cancer. The 
future belongs to these ‘quarenteens’. They 
have overcome so much to get to where they 
are right now. I cannot wait to see what they 
accomplish in the future. It is limitless!”

Andrew Agard has many 
interests, including 

the medical f ield. I have 
always been fascinated 
with disaster relief  whether 
man-made or natural 
as well as wound care. I 
am a survivalist.” Agard 
has his sights set on the 
Red Cross because he 
sees it as a way to teach 
average civilians survival techniques. “It’s 
important that we are prepared for a major 
event. Covid was a big wake-up call for us. It 
proved how important it is to be ready at a 
moment’s notice.” The freshman appreciates 
the learning experience at IA. “I get a hands 
on experience. I cannot wait to get into the 
ambulance simulator and practice emergency 
medicine. In his spare time, he enjoys 
playing his guitar and listening to music. 

This week we celebrated 178 students 
(The Flying Aces) who had straight 

A’s on the mid-term report. We toured 
downtown Alpharetta, met with Mayor 
Gilvin and grabbed a treat from Kil-
wins.  With the end of the semester 
approaching, we’ll be looking to cele-
brate more academic successes through 
Honor Roll and the Principal’s List. 

Excitement is in the air as clubs grow, 
and we prepare to hold our first ever 

Fall Ball in The Hangar.  As a staff we 
are starting to plan some exciting field 
trips in the spring for our sophomores. 
They will focus on pathways with both 
Emory and Ga Tech-- perhaps even The 
Varsity. Thanks again for your contin-
ued support as we work to build the 
ultimate learning experience for our 
students.

Tim Duncan

Be Aware Fall Ball Support

On Friday students were dressed in pink to 
raise awarness for Breast Cancer! At 1:30 

the pink-out continued as students and facul-
ty gathered on the f ield to face-off  in our f irst 
annual soccer game! “This is so important 
because cancer is a big issue that affects so 
many,” said Kylie Mumma, ninth grade. 

Early detection of cancer is so important as 
the disease can spread quickly. According 

to the National Library of Medicine, “Cancer 
screening programs have been clearly inter-
rupted since the onset of the COVID-19 disease. 
The anticipated outcomes include delayed 
diagnosis and marked increases in the numbers 
of avoidable cancer deaths.” If you are due for 
screening, please make sure you schedule your 
appointment and follow up quickly. “I was 
diagnosed early with breast 
cancer and that made all the 
difference for me. I was lucky,” 
said Diane Justice, IA Staff. 

PTSO is supporting the FALL BALL. They 
are looking for donations of candy and 

chaperones. Please follow the links below!

C andy Sign-up: Click Here

Chaperone: Sign up HERE!

October 22: FF Cohort C + IT
October 30: Fall Ball

October 22: Student Soccer Game
  Pink OUT!

November 10: Coffee with Mr. Duncan
              8:30-9:30 in the auditorium

I t’s f inally here. Our f irst spirit-week and 
dance. Students have been getting hyped 

for the big week. It kicked off 
on Friday with the pink-out 
and continues next week. 
Student Council has created an 
Instagram page for IA students 
(Iastuco) and is running 
contests for best dressed. 
Students will vote for the best 
of  the best. Winners will get a free ticket to 

the dance. The winners of  the pink-out were freshman 
Zack Grant  and sophomore Noel le Grace 

S tudents who still need to get a ticket can purchase 
them during lunch on Tuesday and Wednesday in The 

Hangar or on-line through OSP. Here is a list of  dress-up 
days and events: 

M :  PJ Day! Students will be treated to 
a Halloween classic during lunch and 

challenged to a waff le eating competition. 

T :  Anything but a Backpack. Students will 
compete in an obstacle course during 

lunch. 

W :  Student Teacher Swap! Students and 
faculty will play a game of musical chairs during 

lunch. 

T: Decades or Halloween Costumes! 
ALL students will participate in a 

scavenger hunt, a costume parade will 
occur during lunches and there will be 
other tricks and treats! 

Spirit Week

Noelle 
Grace

https://forms.office.com/r/zM51AYhC1b
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ar2hnCVGQJCojOt2KIpVIA
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/48VB1B9H6JYC/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2?_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist
https://www.iaptso.org/login-form?r=%2Fvolunteer%2F82410
https://osp.osmsinc.com/FultonGA/BVModules/ProductTemplates/Bvc2013/Product.aspx?productid=EN023-11

